
 1

MUSICAL RIDE COMPETITION 2016   
   

 
Awards will be presented in the following five categories. 

 
Best Musical Ride     
Ist place         Vivienne Hillery Trophy  
2nd place         Evelyn Coyle Trophy 
3rd-6th place    Rosettes 
 
Best Team Artistic Presentation    Brandon Cup 

 
Best Team entering for 1st time within 5 years   Ponsonby Trophy                                           
      (in memory of  Mrs. Cherry Brandon) 
 
Best Under 12 Team     all riders to be aged under 12 on 1st January 

 
Best Small Branch Team     Tuam and District Cup 
4 to 8 riders from a Branch with less than 30 members registered in previous year the 
total for which did not exceed 60 members in 2014, may join together and will be eligible 
for a new award.  

 
1st place rosettes will be presented to the winners in each category.  
Participation rosettes will be presented to all other competitors. 
 

RULES 
 

 There should be between 4 and 20 members in a Musical Ride. 
 
 All riders should be over 6 years of age on 1st January of the current year. 
 
 Any person in the arena must be a current member of the Irish Pony Club.  
 
 Dress – hat and footwear to comply with current Dressage Tack sheet. 
 
 Tack - any normal tack and riding bit is permitted. 
 
 The arena will be a maximum of 30m x 60m and a minimum of 20 x 40 m. 
 
 The duration of the display within the arena should be no longer than 8 minutes, plus 
     1 minute to enter and 1 minute to exit.  Music is permitted throughout the full time. 
 
  Outside assistance – voice, bell, whistle, signal, etc is not permitted. 
 
 There should be no physical props within the arena, e.g. a small jump. 

 
 No persons, other than judges, may be closer to the arena than 10 m. 
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The object of the competition is to provide an entertaining spectacle for both competitors and 
spectators. 
 
The competition will be marked according to the score sheet (see separate document). 
 
There will be a safety tack check for the team at the collecting ring before they enter the arena. 
This will not contribute to the overall team score.  
 
In the event of a tie, the ride with the higher artistic marks shall take the higher placing.  
 
 
BRANCH…………………………………………………………………. 
 
NUMBER IN TEAM……………AGE RANGE………………………… 
 
SIZE OF ARENA REQUIRED………………………………………….. 
 
ENTRY FEE - €10 per member (to max. €100 per team) 
 
Signed……………………………………………..District Commissioner 
 
This is to certify the eligibility of horse and rider as per IPC Rules. 
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Name of Branch 
………………………………………………………………...  

 
  

Name of Rider Age on       
1st Jan.  2016. 

Name of Pony 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
Title of Ride ………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Music for Ride ………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Name of Trainer ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Phone numbers…………………………..email ………………………………………                                        
 
DC or Representative present at the competition ………………………………………. 
 
Mobile number …………………………email ………………………………………. 
 
Any other relevant information ………………………………………………………... 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
  

MUSICAL RIDE GUIDELINES 

Musical Rides provide a valuable means of teaching control and discipline, as well as improving 
the skill of the riders and training the ponies. They can be attractive displays and last but not least, 
they are great fun for those taking part. 
The main attraction lies in the music and the movement of all riders in unison. 
Most important points are: 

(1) Movement 
The ride should fill the arena with movement. The pace can be varied (walk, trot or 
canter) but whichever the pace it should, as far as possible, be kept steady. 
(2) Uniformity 
A uniform turn out for riders, similar size and colour of ponies in sections and uniform 
distances between the ponies (usually one pony’s length in single ride) is desirable.     
When ponies are side by side in line - all contribute to the spectacle. 
(3) Simplicity 
The smart performance of simple movements, well within the capabilities of those taking 
part, often produces the most effective ride. Size of arena to be used must be noted on entry 
form. Order of going will be 20 x 40 arena followed by 30 x 60 arena.  

 
The size of the arena will depend on the number of riders taking part, and the demands of the ride. 
 For twelve to sixteen riders, an arena from 40 to 60 meters in length and 20 to 30 meters in width 
would normally be sufficient.  However up to 20 riders can take part once they are in multiples of 
four.  The 20 x 60 metre standard dressage arena is excellent for many rides. The maximum size 
arena that can be made available will be 60 meters in length and 30 metres wide.  If they wish, 
rides may reduce this arena size using moveable markers.  They will be responsible for bringing, 
laying out, and removing these markers. 
 
Markers placed outside the arena are required to show the ponies from where movements are 
made - letters can also be used - they could be replaced by plants in pots, or small posts for the 
actual display - but would have to be practiced very well beforehand. 
 
At the Festival, a dressage arena on flat ground will be provided and teams may make alterations 
with consent of the judge in advance of their entrance. 
 
A P.A. system will be available, but teams should bring their own recording of the music required 
for their display.  
Please bring a written introduction to the ride which can be read by their own commentator or by 
the organizers of the Festival if desired. 
Music - Can be selected from old favourites or popular hits of the day. The main essential is 
that the tempo should suit the pace of the ponies: 

4/4 Time for the Walk  
2/4 Time for the Trot 
6/8 Time for the Canter 



 5

 
 
Examples:  Walk -  Any slow Military March 

Trot  -  Surrey with the fringe on Top  
The Full  Monty 

Canter   Irish Washerwoman  
The Birdie Song 
The Jungle Book 
Riverdance 

 
It is the opinion of some trainers that members can learn the movements for a ride more easily in 2 
to 3 days intensive practice rather than in many rehearsals at intervals. One or two movements 
should be taught and practiced at a time -then amalgamated with others to make a ride. The first 
few practices should be on foot, followed by more at the walk and then at the trot. The canter 
should only be introduced when the riders know the movements well. It may be found helpful to 
number the riders - the leader to wear an armband during practices. 
The best riders should be chosen for leading files and No 1 section and should maintain a steady 
pace and correct distances. 
This is geared towards the average child on the average pony - to teach them riding skills, 
confidence and pace, concentration and safety e.g. keeping the right length between ponies. 
Safety: Musical Ride members must wear approved riding hats. 
Depending on the number of entries DCs will be advised about the time of Tack Inspection. 
Safety of tack and riding gear, grooming and care of pony including feet will be of utmost 
importance. 
Stable Management - Turn out of pony and tack – this must be safe, and the pony should be 
in good condition. 
Artistic Presentation - Very expensive costumes are not necessary – most marks are given 
for the riding, team work and choreography. 
Music – DCs or Team Trainers must bring their own music.  
Further Reading: 

Riding to Music - Janet W. MacDonald - published by J.A. Allen. 
Mounted Games and Gymkhanas (orange book) in Pony Club Shop. 
The new Instructors Handbook in Pony Club Shop. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

AS IN ALL JUDGING - COMMON SENSE MUST PREVAIL 
 

 
 

 


